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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES  
 

a) Read the instructions carefully and adhere to the same. 
b) Please mention your DDE ID No. date of the exam, name of the programme 

& subject on the Answer Sheet and the Additional Answer Sheets, if any.  
c) The questions to be interpreted as given and no clarification can be sought 

from the Invigilator.  
d) Clearly indicate the question numbers while answering them. Answers 

without question numbers / wrong question numbers will not be evaluated. 
e) Write the answers clearly and neatly. Answers in illegible handwriting will 

not be taken into consideration.  
f) Candidates are prohibited to carry phones or any other electronic devices, 

books, material etc. in the Examination Hall. 
g) Copying is strictly prohibited and is considered as a serious academic mis-

conduct and the University will take action as it deems fit. 

 

Section – A  
 
Answer FIVE questions out of SEVEN questions and each question carries 10 
marks.                (5 x 10 marks = 50 marks) 
 

1. Discuss the key functions and the role of the bill of lading in international trade. 
 

2. Under a contract of carriage of goods from the UK to Singapore evidenced by a 
bill of lading and subject to English Law, discuss the following contractual terms: 

i. The carrier agrees with the shipper that any claim/suit for loss or damage 
to goods will have to commence within six months from actual delivery of 
the goods. 

ii. The carrier agrees with the shipper that any claims by the carrier will have 
to commence within eight years from actual delivery of the goods. 



iii. The carrier agrees with the shipper that the Hague Rules are to apply to 
the contract of carriage. 

 
3. A shipowner is setting up a limited company to operate a shipping business. The 

company is expected to be formed in a couple of weeks. In the meantime the 
shipowner (signing as director of the company) instructs a shipbroker, to 
conclude a charter-party for a vessel. The broker concludes charterparty as 
instructed. However, the shipowner is now reluctant to pay the shipbroker the 
agreed commission since the shipowner claims that at the time of their 
agreement for the chartering of the vessel, the shipowner was not authorized to 
act by his principal, as the company was in existence. Advise the shipbroker on 
whether he can recover the brokerage/commission owed to him. 

 
4. Various cargoes are loaded on a vessel for carriage, subject to the Hague-Visby 

Rules, and English law. The vessel grounds due to negligent navigation, and in 
order to refloat it, the master decides to use the ship’s machinery and to jettison 
some of its cargo. Some damage is caused to the ships machinery during the 
refloating operation. The vessel is then towed to a nearby port where necessary 
repairs are to be made so that it can complete the contracted voyage. It became 
necessary to discharge, warehouse and restow the cargo whilst repairs are 
carried out. Identify and consider the potential claims arising the above scenario. 

 
5. A shipper in London agrees with a ship owner for the export of a number of 

packages of fresh fish from London to Singapore. Clean bills of lading are issues 
to the shipper by the ship owner in London. Before reaching Singapore, the ship 
is grounded and suffers damage. Consequently, the ship calls at Cape Town, as 
it would be dangerous to continue with the voyage without making some repairs. 
It is also found that the grounding occurred due to the out-of-date charts carried 
by the ship, and surveyors advise that repairs will take 7-10 days to complete. 
The shipowner tries to contact the shipper on the telephone but cannot reach 
them. Therefore, the ship’s master decides to sell the fish to the local (Cape 
Town) market, as otherwise it may perish due to the delay. A few days later the 
shipper learns that the consignment, which had a value of 50,000 pounds, has 
been sold by the ship owner for 40,000 pounds. Critically discuss the implications 
of the above facts on any possible claims by the shipper. 

 
6. Explain how international conventions became established. Select one of the 

major international conventions created by the IMO and explain its role and 
function. 

 
7. TSS Ltd. Are ship owners who agreed to carry CCC Ltd.’s consignment of goods 

in one of its two named ships, at carrier’s option. Unfortunately, one of the 
vessels is lost and TSS Ltd. Now claim that the agreement with CCC Ltd. Is 
frustrated because the second vessel is fixed elsewhere and not available. 
Advise CCC Ltd. of their legal position. 

 



Section – B  
 

Answer FOUR questions out of SIX questions and each question carries 05 

marks.                (4 x 5 marks = 20 marks) 

A. Capacity to Contract 
B. Offer and Invitation to Offer 
C. International Contractual Negotiations 
D. Blockchain and Smart Contracts 
E. Conditions and Warranties 
F. Multimodal Transport Contract 

 
 


